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that was put in place by a private for-
estry company to stop the spread of
fire onto their land because public
lands are so mismanaged.

Here is what that firebreak looked
like. It was a thinned area where the
fire came in from this direction. It
went down to the ground, and firemen
were actually able to put it out and
save the forest on the other side.

That is what sound forest manage-
ment looks like. This is not clear-cut-
ting. It is commonsense, science-based
management that works.

Mr. Speaker, now is the time to act—
not after the election, not the next
Congress, but now. In the Trillion
Trees Act, we have outlined policies to
implement the most basic forest man-
agement practices to the four most
critical areas:

The wildland urban interface where
fire can start, but where breaks can be
created and we can thin;

Energy transportation corridors. We
know fires can start from electric arcs;

Transportation corridors, where
trains and cars can create sparks and
where more humans are near the for-
est;

And last but not least, in critical wa-
tersheds where the damage is felt long
after the fires are out.

For the sake of our forests, our envi-
ronment, and all Americans, I urge
Congress to act. Pass the Trillion Trees
Act, and let’s be the good stewards that
the trees deserve.

————————

STAND UP FOR SCIENTIFIC
INTEGRITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JOHNSON) for 5 minutes.

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
we woke up this morning to another
1,000 souls lost to coronavirus and the
Western States are ablaze. Our most
powerful weapon for combating these
threats is rigorous, unbiased science.
And yet this administration continues
to suppress and misrepresent the work
of our Federal scientists.

HHS officials appear to be tampering
with public health bulletins to suit
their political narrative. EPA is mis-
representing its own analysts’ work to
absolve polluters. And just yesterday,
the President claimed that science
doesn’t know about the impacts of cli-
mate change.

If science doesn’t know, who does?

This cannot go on. My committee has
been fighting back. Among other ini-
tiatives, we have passed the Scientific
Integrity Act to make sure that Fed-
eral science is not distorted by politics
or special interests, no matter who is
in the White House.

As we work to make this bill a law,
I commend all of our Federal scientists
who remain objective, exacting, and
transparent in their research: Don’t
quit. Continue to stand up to scientific
integrity. Your country needs you. We
all do.
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HONORING HEALTHCARE HEROES
AND FRONTLINE WORKERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor our valiant
frontline workers and healthcare he-
roes who have taken care of their
neighbors and saved countless lives
during the COVID-19 pandemic. This
includes nurses, doctors, pharmacists,
grocery store workers, truck drivers,
and anyone who has risen to the occa-
sion to help others during these un-
precedented times.

In particular, Jane Spence, Larisa
Barnes, Bobbie Sumner, Amanda King,
and Lynn Reynolds have exemplified
remarkable selflessness and courage as
they work to save lives in the South-
east Georgia Health System.

Throughout my time in Georgia’s
First Congressional District, I have
visited and met countless heroes serv-
ing at Saint Joseph’s Candler Hospital,
Liberty Regional Medical Center,
Clinch Memorial Hospital, Memorial
Health Center in Savannah, Wayne Me-
morial Center, and Winn Army Medical
Hospital. This has allowed me to gain
insight into the daily sacrifices they
make and their commitment to serving
their communities.

Doctors and nurses who serve at our
Veterans Affairs Health Systems are
deserving of recognition for their out-
standing work, as well.

In addition to our healthcare heroes,
I also want to honor leaders and local
businesses in our communities.

Individuals like Tom and Rita Boland
converted their Island Drapes and Up-
holstery business to manufacture thou-
sands of face masks a week.

I was also encouraged to see the local
nonprofits in Georgia’s First Congres-
sional District rise up to address the
many challenges from the COVID-19
pandemic.

Specifically, the Computers for a
Cause movement was formed thanks to
the beautiful work of United Way of
Coastal Georgia, Keep Golden Isles
Beautiful, Communities in Schools,
and Coastal Outreach partnering with
Coastal Computer Consulting to gather
and donate computers for children who
don’t have access to one.

This allowed countless children to
continue their education when schools
were closed. These folks were working
day in and day out risking their own
health and safety and spending time
away from their families and friends to
serve us.

I want to express my deep gratitude
for the work that they do to make
America great, and I am honored to
call them my friends and neighbors.

HONORING PRESTON G. EXLEY

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to remember and honor
the life of Mr. Preston Exley of Spring-
field, Georgia, who passed away at the
age of 81 on September 10.
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Mr. Exley was a selfless leader in
every area of his life who was loved by
many.

Mr. Exley worked for the Savannah
Sugar Refinery for 40 years and retired
in 1997.

Preston loved the Lord, and his life
was a testament to that. Preston was
an active member of Holy Trinity Lu-
theran Church and served in a variety
of roles, including Sunday school su-
perintendent, president of the Men’s
Group, and a member of the Church
Council.

Preston was committed to serving
his country through his service with
the Georgia Army National Guard for
23 years, and he retired as a captain.

Preston was also dedicated to im-
proving education in his community
during his time serving on the
Effingham County School Board from
1980 until 1994, and he later went on to
serve as Effingham County Chief Mag-
istrate Judge for 12 years.

Included in his long list of pursuits,
Preston was a farmer for many years in
his home place in Clyo.

Impressively, Preston was past presi-
dent of the Effingham County Young
Farmers, a member of the County
Board of Directors, and served as the
Springfield Chapter President.

Preston was also a loyal family man,
who prioritized his family above all
else.

I am thankful for the selfless life
Preston lived, and I know his legacy
will continue in Springfield for years
to come. My thoughts and prayers go
out to his family, friends, and all who

knew him during these challenging
times.
————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 10
a.m. today.

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 48 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.

————
[ 1000
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
10 a.m.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Lord, merciful God, we give You
thanks for giving us another day.

We ask Your blessing upon those
throughout our country who are suf-
fering so much, more each day. Keep
safe the firefighters out West. Keep
safe those who are responding to the
destruction of Hurricane Sally on the
Gulf Coast. Listen to the cries of those
who have lost so much as a result of
these natural disasters, even as the
COVID pandemic wreaks its havoc in
our communities.
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